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Trivia: Soil
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Cicadas
by Alan Holzer

The most common cicada species around here are dog-day cicadas
(Neotibicen canicularis) but there are several other species as well, each
with its own unique sound. All of the cicadas in our area are annual
cicadas with some of each species becoming adults each summer. 
 (continued on the next page)

Occasionally while digging in the flower beds next to my garage, I come
across an inch-long, tan crawling insect with pincer-like front legs. I’m
always surprised to find them; usually nightcrawlers are the biggest soil
creatures we find. But these young cicadas (or nymphs) are common soil
creatures, although they are generally found deeper than I dig. Cicada
nymphs use their straw-like mouths to pierce tree roots and feed on the
juices. Around here, they will spend between two and five years in the
darkness of the earth eating and growing before becoming adults.   

It’s easy to forget cicadas for most of the year but adults (or their sounds
at least) are quite obvious in the late summer. When a nymph is ready to
become an adult, it crawls out of the soil and up a tree trunk or
something similar. It then molts its immature skin, inflates its new wings
with fluid and flies off to find a mate. Male cicadas use a special organ
called a tymbal to make their buzzy call, which is so loud it can be heard
almost a mile away. 

Every newsletter in 2021
will have 5 trivia questions
in this space. If you email
your answers to Ashley
before the next newsletter,
you will get a ticket for
each correct answer. At
the end of the year, one of
these tickets will be
randomly selected and the
winner will receive a prize
of the book "A Field Guide
to the Natural World of the
Twin Cities"!

How many types of soil
can be found in the United
States?

There are a lot of
organisms that live in the
soil. What amount of soil
contains more organisms
than there are people in
the world? 

 

 
 



In the eastern United States, there are also periodical cicadas or huge
groups of these insects that spend many years underground and
emerge all at once. There are groups of 17-year and 13-year cicadas
from the east coast to southern Wisconsin and Iowa. Imagine spending
17 years belowground with only a few weeks of life in the sun! 

When I hear the loud voice of a cicada in the heat of the summer, I try
to remember its dark beginnings. Somehow, it makes me appreciate the
last part of the season just a bit more. 

Cicadas, Continued
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Trivia,
Continued
What kind of soil is the
most predominant in the
United States?

If we were to increase the
organic matter in the top
six inches of soil by just
1%, how much more water
could each acre of soil
hold? 

What is Minnesota’s state
soil? 
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"Changing 
the world
always 
needs

volunteers."

Volunteering Opportunities
Grapevine Nest
We are in need of someone to come to the park and build a large "nest"
made out of grapevine in our outdoor classroom area. There is some
grapevine in the area but more will need to be found in the park. This is
a good weekend project.

Park Ambassador
We would love to have more Park Host volunteers to add to our team!
Being a Park Host entails going out into the park and engaging with the
public, being available to answer general questions and being a
welcoming presence for our visitors.

Wood Working
We are looking for someone with woodworking skills that can help build
items for the Outdoor Classroom for Nature School and/or help us
make supplies for camp. This position requires a person with tools to
do the job. We will provide the materials.

Garden Weeding
Our new pollinator garden is in! We would love a couple of volunteers
who can come on a regular schedule (to be determined) to weed and
care for the garden during the growing season.

Nature Centers Without Walls
We would love help on the weekends for our Nature Centers Without
Walls programs. These are free, drop-in programs that will have a wide
variety of nature or outdoor recreation topics. We need volunteers to
help with set up, engage with participants and help with clean up. If you
are interested, a link to the dates, times and sign-up can be found in
the email that this newsletter came in.

Weekend Program Support
There are several weekend programs that we are looking for a
volunteer for. These programs are mostly on Saturdays and one is on a
Sunday, both mornings and afternoons. If you have interest in assisting
or are looking for more information about the specific programs, a link
to the dates, times and sign-up can be found in the email that this
newsletter came in.

If you have interest in any of these opportunities, please reach out to
Ashley at Ashley.Smith@ThreeRiversParks.org.


